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TO
HIS EXCELLENCY

STR ARTHUR ELIBANK HAVELOCK, G.CM.G,,

IOVERNOE OF MADRAS,
THIS BOOK

IS (BY GRACIOUS PERMISSION) MOST RESPECTFULLY AND GRATEFULLY
Pedicated,

A8 A SMALL MARK OF THE APPRECIATION OF THE GREAT AND
MATERIAL BENEVITS CONFERRED ON THE SINH ALESE

PARTICULARLY 1N FOSTERING THEIR LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE,
N
DURING
. .
HIS ADMINISTRATION OF THE ISLAND OF CEYLON
rrOM 1891 To 1895,

BY

THE LEDITOR.



PREFACE.

JHE Sinhalese language contained a varied and
valuable literature. Much of it has disappeared
from time to time owing to the ruthless bar-
baritv of our Tamil, invaders and from other
causes. It is therefore, we think, our pleasing duty to
preserve what has been handed down to us by not allowing
it to disappear by the ravages of time.

The derivation of the term ¢ Sinhala, ” which formed
the subject of much discussion at an early period of this

century, has now been settled, and is traced to the fabulous
Elu is now definitely settled

lion-origin of our line of kings.
to he another term for the ancient dialect of the Sinhalese

The most ancient dialect of the language, as

language.
such as Sika-

appears in old inscriptions and works
walandane  Vindsa,  Dampiyd  Apwwdgetapadaya,  &e., s
very little understood at the present day.

Kawsiluminy Kusadd, Sasadd. Muwadewdd. Lakupu-
sara, Siyabaslakara, and Sidatsapgard are couched in
language considered the most elegant by the Sinphalese
scholar, being unalloyed, so to speak, by the importation of
foreign words and idioms, of which the later compositions,
such as Kdwyasékhara, Guttila, and Selalihini Sandésa, works
which are considered as of great merit at the present day,
abound. The writérs of these works seem to have given
way more to ornament. verbal alliteration. and other graces
whieh came into fashion later on. than to purity of language.

%‘& <present work, which is distinguished by the three

‘names Kawsilumine, Kusadiwa, and Kusaddwata, stands
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prominently above the rest of its contemporary works named
a,bove in elegance of versification, the purity of the language
‘ used, and the unbending adherence to the various rules of
grammar and versification. For or these reasons it is entitled to -
‘a very distinguished place among the works of the Sinhalese
language, as its name itself indicates : ¢ A Gem in the Diadem
“of Poesy 7 (Kawstlumina).

The learned author of the Sidatsangard has drawn many
of his illustrations and examples from this work, an addi-
tional indication of the respect in which it has always been
held.

The author of this work was Kalikdla_ Sapgita. Sihitya
Sarwajiia Pandita Parakrama Bahu I1., of Nembambars, who
flourished about 1791 a.B. (1248 a.c.). He reigned at
Dambadeniya, in the present North-Western Province, and
Was considered a very powerful monarch, whose glory as a
warrior and distinguished patron of literature (he himself
being a very distinguished scholar, as the work under notice
and others show) gave him a prominent place among the
kings and men of letters of his day. He is said to have been
versed in all the arts and sciences considered liberal at the
time. He is attributed to have possessed a knowledge of the
sixty-four sciences and arts which will be found enumerated
in the Sinhalese version of this Preface. He was considered
a renowned Buddhist divine, as his Sannaya of the famous
work Visuddhimagga amply shows. His great and con-
tinued victories over the Tamils, who overran our country
at this period, barbarously destroying all literature, was
the theme of the historian of the time. The Mahdwanpsa
and other works give prominence to his reign as one of the
most illustrious in the annals of Ceylon. We have quoted
some references from these works in our Sinhalese Preface,
but refrain’from reproducing them here, for obvious reasons.

The work not being intelligible to the ignorant copyi,si;s
was full of errors, and our efforts, by eolla,tmg several
manuscrlpts with a view to bringing out a con‘ecf edltlon
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were at first so much beset with difficulties that we gave up
the idea of editing it. It was reported in a newspaper at
the time that several efforts made in the same direction by
others ended in their giving up the work. '

. When we were in this state of mind, Mr. PANABOKKE,
who has always evinced a great and laudable interest in
matters of this kind, encouraged us to proceed with the
work, and, having brought the matter to the notice of His
Excellency the then Governor of the Island, obtained His
Excellency’s kind permission to have the work printed at the
Government Press. Encouraged by his (Mr. Panabokke’s)
advice and help, we collected about thirteen manuscripts
from various parts of the Island, and after a very careful
comparison of the texts now lay the result of our long and
tedious labours before the public. In none of these have we
found the opening stanzas of the poem adoring the subject
of the writer’s faith, usual in all works of Oriental literature.
" As the subject of the poem is the birth stary of King Kusa
as found in the Jatakas, we have given the Pali version of
the story from the Jatakas,

This book contains fifteen chapters. Some of the stanzas
are 5o constructed as to admit of being reduced to the form
of diagrams, and we have printed them in that form at the
end of the work.

My spemal thanks are due to His Excellency Sir A, E.
Haverock for graciously permitting me to have the work
printed at the Government Press free of expense. In
Ceylon, as is well known, works of this nature find no ready
sale.” The consequence is very few people care to sacrifice
their time, with the prospect of not being able even to
recoup the bare expenses of printing and paper. But for
His Excellency’s gracious permission, it is doubtful whether
I would ever have ventured to undertake the printing of
this work : I have already said, and would repeat it here,
that it was obtained through the kind intervention of

‘Me. PANABORKE.
8 11(19)26
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In conclusion, my best thanks are due to the learned
Managopa Ninissara StHAVIRA, Sub-Assistant Prin-
cipal of the Widybdaya College, Colombo, for looking over
the final proof sheets for me, and ¢ the Government Printer
(Mr. G. J.-A. SkeEeN) and his Principal Assistant (Mr. H. C.
CorTLE), who, in carrying the work through the press:
‘showed much consideration to the delays, not to speak of
other shortcomings, on my part.

MADUGALLE SIDDHATTHA STHAVIRA.

Sapghardja Parivéna,
Malwatta Monastery, Kandy,
January, 1899.
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